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It is the great merit of Christianity to have proclaimed the human- 
ity of all furan beings, women included, the equality of all men 
before God. But, how did Christianity proclaim it? In heaven; ina 
future life: notin this present and real hfe, not on earth. And after 
all, even this future equality is a sham, for the number of the elect is 
said to be exceedingly small On this point theologians of the most 
differing Christian sects are unanimous. ‘Thus the so-called Christian 
equality results in most bare-faced privilege for a few thousands, who 
are elected by the grace of God over milnons who are damned. Aud 
even were this equality of all before God to be realised for everybody, 
still it would only be the equal nulluy and slavery of all before a 
supreme master. Is not the root-idea of Christianity and the primary 
condition of satvation, the renunciation of human dignity, and the 
contempt of this dignity before the greatness of God % A Christian, 
then, is not aman inasmuch as he is not conscious of bumanity ; not 
a man too because not respecting human digmity in himself, he cannot 
respect it in others ; and not respecting it in others he is unable to respect 
it in himself. A Christian may be a prophet, a saint, a priest,a king, 
a minister, an official, the representative of some authority, a gendarme, 
a# henchman, an aristocrat, an exploiting bourgeois, or an enslaved pro- 
letarian ; an oppressor or an oppressed, a torturer or a victim of torture, 
© master or a wage-worker; but he has not the might to call himself a 
man, because man only becomes really such when he respects and loves 
the humanity and freedom ot all other men, and when his own freedom 
and humanity are likewise respected, loved, aroused, and promoted hy 
all other men. 

[ am really free ouly when all human beings around me, men and 
women, are equally free. The freedom of others, far from being the 
limit or negation of my freedom is on the contrary its necessary con- 
dition and its confirmation, [ become really free only through the free- 
dom of others, so that the more free men there are around me, and the 
fuller and stronger their freedom is, the fuller, stronger, and wider does 
my own freedom become. ‘Tue slavery of men puts a limit to my free- 
dom. Inother words their brutalisation is a negation of my humanity, 
because—I repeat it once more-—P can only call myself really free 
when my freedom,jor what means the same thing, my human dienity, 
my human right, consisting im obeying bo other man and deterniuuing 
my actions in accordance with my own convictions, reflected by the 
equally free consciousness of all, -are confirmed by the assent of 
everybody. My personal freedom established in this way by the free- 
of all has no limits. 

It, will be seen from this that freedom as understood by materialists, 
is a Very positive, very complex, and above all, an eminently social 
matter, because it can only be revized im society, and only by means 
of the strictest equality and solidarity of all. We can distinguish to 
it three points of development, three elements; the first of whieh is 
eminently positive and social.  Ptas the full development and the fall 
use of all human faculaes and powers, by everybods, through eduea- 
tion, screntifie tustruction, aud material prosperity, cach of whieh can 
only be given to man by collective Tibor, material and iitellectual, 
muscular and cerebral, of the whole of society. 

The second element of freedom as negative.  Ttas the element of 
revolt —-the rebelhon of the human imdividual agaist authority, divine 
or human, collective or miedividual, 

It is firstly revolt against the tyranny of the supreme phantom of 
theology, against God, Its evident that as lone as we shall have a 
master i heaven, we shall be slaves upon earth. 
beheve that absotute obedience as due to him, and there is no other 
obedience possible agaist a God, we must necessarily submiat pas- 
sively and without exercisine: the shyhtest criticism, to the sacred 
authority of his tntermediartes and chosen ones; the messnhs, prophets, 
divinily iuspired: legustitors, emperors, kings and all ther officials and 
ministers, the sikered representitives and servants of the two creat 
Institutions which are dinpesed on us as being established by God 
himself for the direction of muatnsof the Cdeerch and the State. All 
temporal or human authorty is directly derived from: sparitnal or 
divine authority. But authority is the negation of freedom. Henee, 
God, or rather the fietion of God, as the conseeration and the atel- 
lectaal and moral cause of all slavery apon earth, and huni freedom 
will not be complete, until at shall have completely destroyed the 
Nefarious Aetion of a celestial master, 


As long as we 


ltoas secondly, anda consequence of the former, the revolt of every 
tudividictl agacist the tyranny of en, aearast dividual and social 
authority, represented and legalized by the State. It as tecessary 
that no mistislerstanding should arise ere, and for this reasom it is 
essential te beyin by establishing a well defined dastimetion between 
the offtertl atl conmsequenthy ty rannieal authority of society organized 
as the State, and the natural inthuence and action of wen ofhieral, but 
natural soetety upon each of ber wenibers 

The cvevolt of the midividual agaist thas natural cithacnee af soctets 
stately tore diffieahe than revolt auarust offenaly Greanized Sox lety, 
thoweh at as t the datter.  Socril ty riuny, 


soinetitves dievitieble j 
olten disastrous, does not exhibit that 
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periods Vivederiiee, of levalivedl sted fortial despotista whieh nial 
authority of the Stithas Tt a wot Imiposed asa law te 
individual os forced to submit tinder penalty of legal punishment. h1 
way of acting 1s cventler and more MsinNating >: less perceptible, but | x 
this very reason stronger than the withorty of the State, a 
men by means of customs ; by morals 
prejudices, and habits of the material life, as well as of the 
the heart, which, together, constitute what is called Pub 
It surrounds a man from his birth, it pierces and pe 
forms the very basis of his own individual existence, in such wise that 
each one becomes its accomplice Mmsome way against his own very self 
and for the most part without being at all aware of the fact. BY tastes 
results that to revolt against this natural influence of society over bite 
at mau must to some extent revolt against himself ; for he in, with ati 
his material, intellectual, and moral tendencies and aSpITatons, re 
thing other than a product of Society. Hence the immense power 
exercised by Society upon individual men. 

From the standpoint of absolute morality, that is of respect for man 
(and Twill presently explain what [mean by these words) this piswinp 
of Society may be an agent of good as well as of evil. It is benetiena] 
whenit tends towards the development of science, material | 
freedom, equality, and the fraternal solidarity of men. [t is harimtul 
so far as it has the opposite tendency. A man born into a ateiety af 
brutes remains, with very few exceptions, a brute; born ina Hwee 
led by priests, he becomes an idiot, a simpleton ; born amon a band 
of thieves, he most probably becomes a thief; born a bourgeois he be 
comes an exploiter of the labor of others; and, if be is unfortunate 
enough to be born in the society of the demi-vods who govern this 
world -nobles, princes, heirs of kings -he will, according to the 
degree of his abilities, his means, and his power, bean enslaver of man. 
kind,a tyrant. In all these cases, to make the individual evea human 
revolt against that particular sogety which gave him birth beeaitinen 
indispensable, 

But 1 repeat, the revolt of the individual against society is quite 
another and more diffieult, matter than his revolt: against the State, 
The State is a historical, transitery mstitution, & passing sociit] aranie . 
ment, ike the Church whose younger brother it is. Butit has uot the 
fatal and immutable character of Society, which being anterior to all 
special human developments, and sharing fully the power of natural 
laws, actions, and mauifestations, constitutes the essential basis of a | 
human existence. Man, though he has made @ first step towards 
humanity, having begun to be a human that is, a more or less speak. 
ing and thinking beme— is born into society as an ant is born inte an 
He does not choose it > he IN, to)] 
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ant’s nest, or a bee into a bee-hive. 
the contrary, its product,and is as fatally swayed hy all the natural 
laws determining bis necessary development as be ts at the merey ot all 
other natural laws. Society is anterior to each buaman idividual, sur 
vives him ke nature herself Society is eternal as nature is eternal : 
or rather, having had its genesis on this globe, will last as lone is this 
globe will last. A radical revolt against society would, therefore, be as 
lm possible for man asa revolt ayamst nature in totality, human society 
bemg after all nothing other than the latest great manifestation or 
creation of nature upon this planvet,and any mdividual who should 
question the existence of society, questions the existence of mature im 
veneral, and of his own nature in particular; and thus places himself 
outside the conditions of real existence, throwing himself ito nethime- 
ness absolute vacuity. dead abstraction Gad. 

Hence itis as absurd to inquire whether Society is a good or an 
evil, as to inquire whether nature at darge, this universal material, 
real, Uniqne supreme, absolute being is a vood oran evil. Tt is more 
than either. Ttas an tmamense, postive, and primordial tact > anterior 
to all intellectual and moral appreciation.  Ttas the basis— the ground 

upon which, later on, that whieh we call good and evil Wecessitrily 
developes. 

os is net the case with the State sand Tdo not hesitate fo say that 
the State isan evil, though a histormeally NECESSITY OVIE SS TeCexsa ry 
Inthe pastas its complete extinetion will, sooner or later, be necessary 
inthe future. Tt has been as necessary as were the primitive barbar- 
isin and the theological wandermes of qankind. ‘Phe State is net 
Somety, ihas only a historie dd) phase of it whieh is as barbarous as it ts 
abstract. 
Violence, rape and pillage > ana word, it arose out of war and contest 
on-one hand, and the gods, created by the theological faney of different 
ft wasat the begining, and to this day remains, 


It was originated im all countries by the combination et 


hafrons, ou theother. 
the divine sanction of brate force and tramp lant migiuity, it cousists 
even in theamest demoeritie countmes (sueh as the United Stites of 
Atneriea or Switzerhand) of the regular [institution © of privilege for 
the minority and of enstavement for ca ummense majority. 

Tie bie 


comtinited 


No Nationality. 


The faetoas, as meaviduatism Suppresses individuality, so natromalisn 
suppresses all that as worth keepang a the special elements wheeh wo 
fodmake apa real and not an artiattere) matien. The shai community 
of the present the is fortied: for parrposes of rivalry ous, 
and comseqteuthy suppresses all minor cifferenees that de uevt hel port te 
Supremes over other dictions "Phe trae comunity of the fatim: will 
be formed for livelihood and the development of all bumian eapaterties, 
and consequentiy would avail atself of of the wiarrettes of temperament 
eqused by differences of surronndings which differentiite the races 
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MURDERERS. 


At this time when general abuse is thrown agaist 
the continental Anarchists, and the extradition or 
expulsion of those ofthenm: who happen to bea fagkind, 
are tatters proposed and discussed with callous miditter- 
pnee or eymenl bratality, wo might be well to consider 
whether these meno in them own countries, ones they 
fall into the clutches of them particular governments, 
to suffer the worst tortures, physteal arid 
before and atter ther 


are tot rade 


moral, trial, at ther exeeution as 


well as during the lone years they linger an prison. We 
mititain that this is a matter of faet and to prove 


this even to the most biassed opponents we take our 
ronnie from the ordimary bourgeois press, and here 
acai as Well from Conservative as from Radieal 
pape Vis 

A Spanish deputy, returning from Catalonia to 
Madrid, revealed how the Anarchists arrested im Barce- 
Jonna were broueht to make ‘confessions. Tt was not 
deemed advisable bastinado them as traces of this 
mucht remain; so they were ted for days on codfish ana 
brends ho water was given to them. When brought 
before the qagistrate who examines them a private, 


they sawa jug of fresh water placed on the table as af 


by accident, and 
able, some mide 
of water! 
at Porites. 

The same method is said to have been used by the 
Deletin maeistrates agaist oan Anarchist, Muller, 
arrested at Liege. 

When Vaillaot was arrested after the explosion in the 
the Paris Chamber of Deputies, he was himself satferme 
heavily from wounds caused by the explosion, The 
police ze age him and did not let dim sleep dur 
allthemeht, but contimudly worrred bin with questions, 


the agones of thirst: bere msupport- 
‘confessions’ for the sake of a ehass 
‘This was written to the Joswrnal des Debats, 


till at last, me the Sin all hours of the morning, be sard 
' thave done its” for the sake of a few heurs rest ! 
(told by the Newe ff rece Presse, of “Whaat fn the 


same waty itis told of Mantle Eheaary 2 "Pwo tispeetors of 
poliee wately lam narrowly andoamake him talk as much 
as they possibly can.’ (Ludepe mdence Belge, heb. 16.) 
Shortiy afwr the arrest of Fale tlewry the Paris 
papers tritimphantly told the following sérafagem of the 
ravestigating mayistrate > Pleary was told by this 
that Paul Bernard, who had just been arrest- 


Cae ee 
aedst rate 
\ 


ec had eiven iiformation acanst bam, and aa the sane 
way Paol Bernard was told the tie that Plenry tad 
clareed lita.  Wrett they were controtted with eae 


ae a oe nia the doipresstomof having been betrayed 
hy x bi other, “there was a very Violent scene, whic his 
wit] tae heat tn port: Te hae Chewtins, Fol 17, 
ledy, DR) this faet hws denied later on, 
but this does tot alter the eet that the Parts press re 
corded this Villy Soar splendid achieveniedit of a Very 
Clever aiid learned qaaeistrate.  "Phus there exists to 
so-called puble opiion which would ai aiy way sate 
eur ae prmsoter aciaist this trorab torture. Aid wits 
not the durty neat coe Walaa 
comrades ? 

Vhe Deady Graphic of Jan. 22 reproduces ao plrate 
vraph of Salvador Iraneh iy the ANY, 
Chatied by the lee te the cedime of his cell ot Mitheueh 
tive lider tas anaeeve Ut the severity of the 
Wotthds be tatheted typo bimsel when he wies arrested, 
i iratuch IS secured hy it chain Which rebate hres tis leon ace 
the vet of Tis vel Otlnerwise every 
Tarde i) When hie AWS redioved 
thie ter tas till lookwie pate, eyed eebeiaed ited, 
Hie Bae thitrel (hoc et 
eeellan the 


Journal 


cle Crewete, heen 


sade 


prison ol 


COSEG UEC? of 


se Reel Pe ede? Us 
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Barcelo, 
earrhe clot: atehmur ta the 
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were placed i irons, festened to a elvan rivetted to the 
With When the handentts were removed he complan- 
ed that his wrists had been bruised.’ (Séandard, Feb.3.) 

When our comrades have gone through all these tor- 
tures it might be expected they would on them way to 
the scaffold at any rate Meet no further tortures: but 
this is not the ease. 

It has been reverted. and the detials are too atrocious 
to be reproduced, ia what way Ravachol was fettered 
befure led to the guillotine. Every pace must, 
hit the most stringent pains, merensme 
he wes hurrned on by the publie executioner, 
This was done to miuthe hint look afraid of death, hy come 
phomine of his puns. Buti this they did not succeed, 

Ina similar way Viullant was treated, who simply 


hemi 
have caused 
the more 


sid Why do you fetter meso tightly?) Pam not go- 
rie to ran wway, When tus body was Tid tito the 


coftin at the Ivey cemetery, a paper said: They tried to 
undo the fetters which compressed his wrists; but M. 
Deihbler had compressed them with so much force that it 
was very difficult to dasert the blade of a 
neath the cords (Gal Blas, Feb. 7) 
sid: st dts iiipossible to walk.” 
render hotnage 


knite under- 
Inte Phenry also 
The more we must 
to therm courage when we see how dia- 
boheal means are thus used toiahe them look feeble in 
the Jast tromrents of therm lite. 

Laer Molar was sentenced for an address he cave 
to the workinegimen of Carrara at Christtias, some weeks 
before the Carrara dusarrection, to twenty-three years! 
Huprisonment, teludine three yours’ solitary contine- 
ment. Solitary confinement " writes Ouida to Truth 
tcPrath, May 2) lea ee passed with leht heart 
and callous maditference by judves as brutal as they are 
vernal and Hnpuire, in the tribunals of two thirds of Halts 
from Monte Chnone to Mount dthal’ i. Molmart as 
wellas Paolo Seliechi and eighty other comrades, is im 
the prison of Onueha. * Moti as lying aa a most 
miserable cell to endure the period of solitary contine 
ment to Which te wos sentenced, the cellis trot outy low 
and daanp ; but so cramped that af the unhappy young 
nit remus there he will mevitibly lose dis health. 
This is indeed ditamous, foreven the worst malefaetors 
are not treated so barbarousty. Efe as absolutely forbid. 
denany speech with any hunasen creature, and he is not 
even allowed to walk a the eo: ityard im tlhe lay. Meun- 
time the food given to him is of the ve ry worst hind and 
In insuflicient quantity to satisfy hunger.” (Secolo, 
Mitiin, April 28.) 

Here we wilbend. ‘Phe prisons of Italy, Spain, France, 
Belem, and Germany are crowded with our comrades. 
Who hnows the horvors geome on there? Who knows 
ey What is gome on oon bouwrd of Chat Spanish vessel, 
Hiled with dumdreds of Anarelasts, that as moored on the 
coast of the South of Spa 2 We remenber 
hourveais discussing what will be them fate ; 
world away be Afiiea ina rotten vessel to 
perish at sea or would they be provaked to revolt ind 
shot orn burce miitsses ? 


to have seen 
papers 


they lou set 


Vhis ds the state of thites ou the continent at the pre- 


Seb trodeenel. 


There was at breneh author, who, wherashed lis opi- 
onoon the wbolition of the penalty of death, said: Que 
huesstedirs des assassins comtencernt (Chet the miurder- 
Hieht reply to those 
deninedations of Niaerediasts 
Who typhotd iid prrotit: Dy it 
Whelan addition te the slow murder 
of the ithons of the tortie masses who pass them lives 
Ht TEESer HH Perinies, perpetrites these coldblooded, 
those Who revolt qeamist this rotten 
sorely at Dhie perv hot only of thea dite but of uaratter- 
siffernves whuaehs are than death. Phe 
raat eangbrphirie bax a revly tu thos Qibestloti. 
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HAVE YOU NOT HEARD HOW IT HAS GONE WITH MANY A CAUSE BEFORE NOW; 
FIRST, FEW MEN HEED IT; NEXT, MOST MEN CONTEMN IT; LASTLY, ALL 
MEN ACCEPT IT—AND THE CAUSE IS WON! 


— = = — = 
ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM IS THE UNION OF THE TWO FUNDAMENTAL TENDEN- 
CIES OF OUR SOCIETY, A TENDENCY TOWARDS ECONOMIC EQUALITY ANDA 
TENDENCY TOWARDS POLITICAL LIBERTY. —KROPOTKIN. 
‘LIBERTY "is a journal of Anarchist Communisin; but articles on all phases of the Revolu 
No 


The writer over whose signature the article 


Hhonary movement will be freely admitted, provided they are worded in suitable language, 
contributions should exceed one column in length. 
appears is alone responsible for the opinions expressed, and the Iediter in all matters reserves to 
himself the fullest right to reject any article 

We would ask our contributors, to write plainly and on one side of the paper only 

All Communications shontd be addressed, The fiditor, Liberty, 7 Beadon Road, Hammer 
smith, W 

Subseription, 16, 6d. per year, post free 
supplied by W. Reeves, t8s, Fleet Street, BoC 


Per quire of 27 copies, ts. 7d post free. The trade 


To Correspondents. 


L. S. Bevineron, Willesdeu.— We tender our sincere thanks for your 
FONCTOUS BSSIStance, 

T. Sampson, Brighton.—Pleased to hear of your steady work, and 
hope to be able to come down and help you. 

J. Boark Surrn, Glasgow. We received M.S., and shall be delighted 
to see you “ when sampling our village.” 

J.J. Buack, SUNDERLAND. — We regret your illness and trast you will 
quickly recover, for yourself and the Cause. 

S. Marnwaringa, Swansea.— We send you best wishes and hope to hear 
from you soon, 


LIBERTY , 


LONDON, JULY, 1894. 


Between Ourselves. 


- om a, 

Last Monday Iurope was thrown ito a state of ex- 
citement by the assassmation of President Carnot by 
the Anarelist, Caserto Sante. The Daly Chronicle 
(the organ of the Nonconformist Conscience) went into 
mourning,  Colatim after colutin to the 
death of one man: comparatively Little attention beime 
given to the tiost appalling disaster of recent years ; 


was devoted 


Where nearly 300 lives are lost, murdered by the callous 
indifference of the Albion Colhery Co., and the wives 
nnd famalies of the breadwinners are left destitute. 


Moras Ashton, a fireman aa the colliery, told) lis 
brother Hdward, who is now alive, that he was often 
fraid to eo down the pit, aid this only on Priday ntehet, 
tfew hours before the catastrophe.  Whyas there no 
notice taken of what old) tiiners’ say who have spent 
them whole dife im theamimes. Why are the men allowed 
to vo down in the mine when Chere is danger? smuaply 


heouuse thre enpitithists re opndiflerent to the dives 
Of the mimvers, 

Weare told by aoniiter friend: that af timiy mines 
Were thoronehly ventilated aad qiede sate to work an 
they Would tever pay. Preeisely soc while tines are 


Wothed to pay a dividend, these weetderts trust becppen. 
Poa free Society, When the Comite owis the manes, 
Withieantt caupatsclist and eaoverntreut. thet ate tot. till 
then will these heartrendine losses ot lite: CU GUSSIG" 3 


[Jtny, Pog. 


It is reported in legal circles in Paris that of the 
Anarehists vow under arrest 37 only will be prosecuted 
including, Sebastien Faure, Ortiz, Matha. and i 
When Governments are seized with PANE eVeEryore 
mocent and euilty are made to feel its cruel desstiot ten 
When Vaillant’s wife and child, Sidonie, pleaded fay 
respite, and would gladly have followed him to — 
Caledonia, President Carnot obstinately refused and 
that in face of the fact that Vaillant killed no eri 


3.000 


Peneor, 


; . : : : 1 Was 
he full o’ the milk of human kindness then? How Capa Lal 
Carnot then, hope for mercy, rendering none ? 

As Anarchists we look with horror upon every Inpri- 


sonment and execution, and the economic slavery aun 
oppression of men, women, and children by monopoly 
and govermment; and desperate deeds like the assassi- 
nation of Carnot are the outcome of the economic eon. 
dition which only those who have lived with the people 
can realize, 


Louise Michel, according to the Matin, has expresses 
herself thus to an interviewer in| London :-—‘“'Phis exe. 
cution 1s more than a simple act of justice. | In Cannot 
a Whole class, the whole bowrgeors world, has been struck 
at. Carnot embodies the execrable capitalist Repubhe, 
[tis not merely Deibler’s President but also the Pann. 
ists’ President who has fallen under Cesario’s dagver, 
Anarchy will once more have deserved well of mankind, 
for love of mankind is the sole object of Anarchy, 
Individual revolt is the prelude of the grand plebeian 
revolution Whence social harmony will emerge.” 


Here in Kneland we have little or no idea of the in- 
tense hatred that exists mm France between the workers 
and the bourgeotsre and from what we know of this class 
who are brutally indifferent to the clams of the worker, 
we do not wonder at it. There, as here, the press is in 
the hands of the capitalist class but now and then, we 
vet a glimpse of the real state of affairs. The followiny 
cause has just been tried before the tribunal of the Seine. 
A eardener had consented to the transfusion of some of 
his blood and thus save lis employers life. The gard- 
ener, however, fell ill, fater on, and rapidly sank into a 
decline. He attributed his condition to operation, and 
naturally expected his master to make some provision 
for his wife, whom he foresaw would shortly become a 
widow this his master refused to do. The tribunal 
ordered a medical experts, report, and in the meantime 
the poor fellow died. His widow took up the suit, but 
lost her case. One would have thought that conunon 
humanity seeing the nature of the service rendered, 
would have caused the master to have come generously 
to her aid, but no, his mistinets are brutalized Iyy the 
rece for wealth, and the law is on his side, 


The Mecho, June 27, writes: “Tt isa pity that the 
House of Commons cannot clothe it miners my crape, 
wnd temper its humours to the moment of grief. The 
Chamber reached the address of condolence with the 
French nation ina spirit of distinct frivolity, rt bubbled 
with Iauehter, the persons distitting bamour, bere, Cur: 
ously to relate, two members of the Goverment i 
partiettier, Mr. Asquith and the Attorney-General, 


When Kier Hardie suggested that the Goverment, 1 
roving the vote of condolence on the death of Prest- 
deat Carnot, might ‘imelude an expression of the tec 
ine of the House towards the relations of those who 
hind been hilled by the explosion, Su Willian Harcourt 
briefly exphuned its syipathy, and) the atkar ended. 


Weir Hardie did well an foreme the AEE THELOn of the 
PLotise baat a thre deplorable Condit bout of thre Preyer > 
ferithies, Ben Pillet eame off ao better with Che 


London County Council. 


teuy, YAO. ie 
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WHY | AM A SOCIALIST AND A THEIST. 
JOHN GLEN, 


By 


Socialisin, as PE understand it. has todo prmanty with 
the solution of the problems of poverty and the evils 
which ievitably flow from it. Religion, too, ¢.e., ortho- 
dox religion, professes to solve these problems, but its 
solution is not only different from, but entirely opposed 
to, that of Socialism, and it is round this question of 
poverty, ifs causes, results and cure that the fleht 
between them centres. The record of how T became a 
Socialist is therefore the record of my changing thought 
respecting the origin of wealth and poverty and the 
consequent contiantion of the injustice, which has 
brought about our present social conditions. 

But before my thoughts could change on these mat- 
ters if was necessary “teat there should be freedom to 
think, and this freedom was denied me by the theology 
in whieh To was bronght up. J was taught to beleve 
that poverty and wealth were Divine ordinations, that 
suffering and misery were necessary in order to evoke 
the virtues of sympathy and gratitude, that meh men 
were “stewards of God's bounty, 
joor men was {to be content in that state of life unto 
which it had pleased God to call them.”  [ had learnt 
how we were all partakers of a fallen and degraded 
nature through the disobedience of our ‘ first parents,’ 
that this world was a‘ cursed world,” and that our high- 
est wisdom was to have as little as possible to do with 
it, but to keep our eyes and hearts fixed on that other 
“house not made with hands eternal im the heavens.” 
To doubt all this was asin, for did not the Church teach 
it, and were not the texts on which the Church relied 
drawn from the Bible, and was not the Bible the very 
Word of God? Hence to doubt was to ‘make God a 
liar,’ and condemn oneself to post-mortem penalties too 
horrible to mention. What then was it that first broke 
these ecclesiastical fetters and set the thinking machine 
free? Well, to recount this fully would take too long, 
besides being somewhat foreign to my subject, so saith e 
it to say thet one day T saw in print a declaration by a 
clergyman that both the Bible and the Church had been 
prese ‘ited unto us under false pretences, that really, the 
Bible was a haman compilation and the authority of the 
Church a huge assumption. Strange to say this 
startling declaration exactly fitted in with certain fugi- 
tive thoughts of amy own, which would occasionally 
intrude themselves mie spite of my conviction as to their 
sinfulness, so finding there was a man actually preach- 
ing and daring to print what T searcely dared to think, 
I} ventured to examine, first a little, then a little more, 
until | finally saw that omy friend was right and tit 
there was ae tually no foundation for the claims of the 
Church respecting herself and the Bible, save assump- 
thon. 

Charles Darwin completed the enfranchisement 
Which my elerieal friend began, and now with a mind 
free to think and freed from all fears of the eeclesi- 
astical bogies which hitherto hept one quiescent, T en- 
deavoured to understand why it was that ima world of 
sich enormous capacities for material happmess there 
should yet be so auch poverty and moisery. On one 
hand TP found a mamber of men and women possessing 
far more wealth than they could possibly use, on the 
other admuch ereater number who had e dither much less 
than they needed or none at all, the most stagutar 
phenomenon being that those who held most of the 
possessions did least or none of the work, while 
Who held little or none were working all the time. 
say that 
i other 
mitiddle of t 
Of fairness 


solution and | 


those 

We 
this was a Divine ordination was only to say 
words that the Divine Beme had 
hings venerely and was devotd of any sense 
justice, lint to seek elsewhere for a 
found—thanks to such men as Henry 


made a 


1 
OV Si? 1 


“and that the duty of 
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a 53 


and others whom PF need not 
that poverty effect oof certain 
conditions, that as lone as those conditions 
retmamed unaltered the result was natural and imevit- 
able,and that if we really wanted to make possible a 
fuller and richer life for all God's creatures then the 
remedy was an our own hands and not in those of any 
supernatural being. This seemed to me to imbue rehgion 
With a grander meanme, and enabled me to think of 
the Divine Being with some degree of respeet— which 
Inomy orthodox days Thad never been able to do—for it 
appeared tome a nobler thing to leave us to work out 


George, Bernard Shaw, 


thention Was ty 


CCOTOUMLE 


our own salvation from ignorance, vice, fear, and misery 


on the basis of unehangine law rather than for him to 
be always meddling and interfering with his work when- 
ever one of his creatures chose to importune him to do 
SO, 

With this enlarged conception of religion TI) was 
enabled to see that righteousness was the one thing 
which alone could produce lasting happiness among 
men. What then was it that hindered the reign of 
righteousness 2. Nothing in the world except the fact 
that instead of men working with and helping each 
other in the production and distribution of what. all 
alike needed, they were actually tighting each other in 
a mad strugule to obtain the most of what was pro- 
duced! T found that exac tly in proportion as one 
gained more than another so was his power increased 
to obtain still more from his weaker brethren, until at 
leneth that depth was reached at which it was impos- 
sible to extract more without extracting the life of the 
unfortunate ones. Fighting for profit among those who 
had, fighting forthe very privilege of toiling among those 
who had not. A constant fight, open and unblushing, 
dignified with the name of business and only partially 
relaxed one day out of seven, when for an hour or so 
confession was made that we were “ miserable sinners,’ 
and paid preachers disc ‘oursed on brotherly love, heaven, 
hell, reprobation, the eflicacy of bread and wine, ete., 


after which the fight recommenced with the taking down 


‘ of the Monday shutters and ‘ brotherly love” 


became 
agian the impossible thing it is While competition reigns 
supreme, 

As atrue religion must embrace the brotherhood of 
man, de, the recognition of the solidarity of the race 

-that no one member of the human family can be 
injured without the whole body sufferme loss, and as 
the system of competition for private wealth renders 
such brotherhood impossible, then it was borne in on 
methat Tiust take sides: either keep quetand get all | 
could out of the present arrangement, or come out and 
denounce what Pnow plamly saw to be the cause of so 
mitch viee, tnhappiness, poverty and destitution. — I 
chose the hitter, as PE believe all tien must do when once 
their eyes have been opened to the economic laws which 
under a competitive system govern the production and 
distribution of wealth. Thus [ became a Socialist —c.e., 
one who seeks to help to the best of his ability to so 
regulate economlc laws as to produce the greatest, pos- 
sible happiness forall because was a Theist.  Belive- 
ing that the will of God is that man shall be happy by 
and through his own efforts, and rgehteous from the 
native love of righteousness, aid knowing that that hap- 
piness and righteousness are largely dependent apon the 
arrangenents which exist mm a#uy comaniunity, 
then a Socialist because the econonme ans of 
Socialism appeared to me to be the very. first steps 
towards the realisation of that national mehteonsness. 

Opponents of Socialist may talh as they do—about 
the bemtutres of competition for profit and of the dite 
enities whieh he an the way of any organised national or 
commitnal production and distribution of wealth, but the 
all-suflicient answer is our social condition at the pre- 
sent day ander cotmpetition., The thousands of willing 


social 
became 


ef | . I. 


I ae on se me oe esos 


wattle bie 


hha beypoyaiien Heil, IISCTY suhiel Vie e' Which 


workers with thei banery Pentlies on the one 
Frvnyel 
then pravevls directly Hie tiecitess cere fosters, and on the 
other thre lusty cid those 
a deo hha )) rrodtine (ie worl at alt, LE to produce a Sprec- 

sede which ought to make every thinkimyg tan blush. 
F ortinate ly thes no necessity fora coutimianee of the 
hittin aeeney dies prodaced rt, human 
eee Te CTE toll that iwoneeded are crurtest tren 
vind werent rover! by a spirit of human love, ft Is 
siete the Socrelists that P tind this sparit most prom 
ert. men aid women Who, whatever them faiths, lave 
rethised the economre enuses of poverty and elected to 
feht qeainst them until they are removed, and at Is be- 
ease Ebelieve this removal of poverty aud the necessity 
of ioderate work for all to be the clemerntiary 
towards anything worthy of bere called religion, that | 
rin proud of the mame of Socialist. 

Hoon the other taud, it be satd that the orthodox 
religion is of itself sufficient to produce ftiman lappiiess 
by chaneing the rmatoare of noc, the reply is obvious : any 
religions Wiel rakes aman happy while leaving thre: 
euses of trum misery untouched must be bad. The 
happiness whieh it brings is only the joy expertenced at 
being saved from aamythical hell Tt first produces 
that tnhappiness whieh atone tt cures. "Phat it ts abso. 
hitely powerless to inflienee economic 
shown by the faet that after nearly one thousand wine 
Hired years tt leaves us as a people- socilly, ib not 
morally, worse than ever, and to be happy ander such 
conditions ahmost a oerime.  Doetriidl 
Christianity wretched failure: the 
Hitnbers who are iflienced by it become yearly less. 
It has nothing to say about this world except t hist 
euysed world but imtimbles tt protiuises and 
threats about another. Tbealthy men are stek of it and 
mre becomune more and more convinced that the 
preparation for airy possible future tite is a good and 
uselul life here. Tt as not Chaistian threat 
tuneht them this, but Setenee and como seuse, 
Lfence the need fora new velietos cult and ia iy opinion 
the advent of Socialism to supply the need, and henee 
the inelustoan of wotr damtuble serviait ta its ratihs. 
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Bat this ele “arly shows how wrone the Sor bullets qere Tap sey dais 
people that the uamber of the Wietiploye : s 
hours day 
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hy saving that nen Work a ten 
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very daw sexpericnee meakes the workers understin: 
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War NE Thornes, 
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woods, the foolishness of this talk FU ti 
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They alse understand that te ia twenty men mores it is pet 


bay We Ww other words, th. uf ath. ae 
Htc imery is res quired Flite ceiees a peat ueeply that more men 


HecEsstEy Lo nitelinery, or in 


Mbp 
are re pipe | 
to. For om pices of twenty ttchines of attr ahd paattern the 


will buy thirty imetchites of a new pattern whieh will enable 
hese work with seventy tustead of crelty workers, as be 


laste p 
Nate Peer fia 
Lore. 

The typ rovement of miacchtuery continues to goon and the tie A tive 


new rmiprovenents is stl iimense 

The newest and most perfect machinery existing is by no means a 
useeeveryWwhere how, but when crreumstineces such von |The shorter Louis al 
work, will force the masters fo tutroduce them, the MAT PONTE tT tuesen 
introduced. Phe inevitable consequence will be the duereage in aleoed 
the decrease of the number of Wael Hoved. 

Phe eyht hours day then will mean: 

Momentary doprovement for seventy workers who remain ine ploy. 

work for ten others. These ten goto inereise ie 

so-called reserve army which enables the capitalist to lower the 
of those who are e Wy love il, 

TY ae of the seventy emploved is thus bettered, as far as they 
work shorter hours, but by the iereased aiimber of 
theirrsittiation has become more precarious, 


ment and loss of 


Witte s 


state 
the mneimpbey cal 
To-day alittle more toler. 
able but to-morrow perhaps no work, no bread ! on 4 ide: Wass sliortea. 
my of the hours of hiubor mevitably leads. 

ach Hmprovement inthe condition of a section of the Wipleops ja 
followed by an imerease of misery ai the large masses of the people 

And this great and ever growing mass of the une Miploved crowals 
tovether im ‘fhe large tows, eapitils, centres of industry am) cou. 
merce, Where they become the prey of sweaters. : 

Kor, contrary to the assertions of the Marasist theorists, the creat 
majerdiy of the small qudustres survive am all idustriedl cones 
Theyare kept up by starvation wages. Only they have bee tras. 
plante wl frome the villas wes, where the aad rsconee found a suppert ra 
aereeultire, te the centres where the sterol 
workers are helplessly at the merey of the smoudb exploiters, 

The history af Wrelitel 

mety be rested: thts : 

Ptiprovedt comdition of the 


widcaiies of the large 


whole this type of at iicdasteiab counts, 


workers of the Taree tidustries, bat less 
secrrity thin before; onty by conttndous crises the system works a, 
and the PSOE TISUS GEre driving it to its end, : 

Pach improvement of machinery diminishes the number of puis - 
leced workers, diminishing the wuniber of those emyploved ru the lire 
didustries and those thrown out of 
of the tnenmiplovedt. 
The latter form the reserve army for e a petti alists te draw from: they 

appealed to, they are ther support in Ths 
evpliuns why the mitniber of the wne miployed is so create ta thie tices 
developed industrial conntries. 
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THE SMITH AND THE KING. 
By EDWARD CARPENTER, 


A Smith upon a summer's day 
Did call upon a King ; 

The King exclaimed, “The Queen's away, 
Can Ido anything ?” 


“7 pray you can,” the Smith rephed ; 
“Twanta bit of bread.” 

“Why ?” ered the King. 
“Tm hungry, sire, 


The fellow sighed : 
"he said, 


“ Dear me! PI call my Chancellor, 
He understands such things ; 
Your claims IT cannot cancel, or 
Deem them fit themes for kings.” 


“Sir Chancellor, why here's a wretch 
Starving —like rats or mice!” 
The Chancelor rephed, V1) feteh 

The First Lord in a trice.” 


The First Lord came, and by his look 
You — have guessed he'd shirk ; 

Said he, * Your Majesty's mistook, 
This is the Chief Clerk’s work.” 


The Clief Clerk said the case was bad, 
But quite beyond his power, 

Seeing it was the Steward had 
The keys of cake and flour. 


The Steward sobbed ; 
Alas! bat in a span 
Vil call the Snuth. Why, 


Here is the very mau.” 


“The keys Pve lost, 


Holy Ghost! 


“Hurrah! bharrah!? they loudly eried, 
“How nana we've done it! 
We've solved this question, deep and wide, 
Well-nigh ere we'd begun it.” 


“Thanks!” said the Smith ; 
Go rot upon the shelf! 
The next time Tam starving Pll 
Take care to help myself.” 


“QO fools and vile, 


MY UNCLE BENJAMIN. 


PO 
CILAPT EAR IT, 


My uncle would sooner have passed by a tavern without stopping 
than by thas man. Haltine on the side of the road, 

* Comrades, that’s a tad breakfast vou have there.’ 

“To have eaten many a worse 
appetites.” 

“Whois Fontenoy 7” 

“ My dog, that poodle that vou see there.” 

‘The devil! but that isa fine name fora dog. But then, plory is 

au ak thing for kings; why shouldn't it be for poodle dows >" 

“That's his fighting name,” 
name os Azor.”’ 


“Well, 


TN 


he sid : 


one, but) Fontenoy and T have pood 


continued the sergeant ;-t lis family 


why Jo vou call hin Pontenoy 2" 
Beeause at the battle of Fontenoy he made an Kuylish captain 
prisomer, 
* Hew, Trew isi thiut. ¢ geo gio my tnele, greatly astonished 
“Ta very simple way, by hanging to one of 


nntil J could Jay amy hand on has shoulder. 


the skirts of hus coat 


Fontenoy, just as he os, 


has been made aimember of the order of the army, and has had the 


honor to be presented to Lows AV. who condeseended to say to me . 
Duoranton, vou have a fine dog there” : 

“Well, that was a king whe was very sociable with uadrupeds I 
am astemshed that he didnot issue a patent of nobility te your poodle 
How does it happen that vou have abandoned the service cal ean prood. it 


hing ty 99 


‘Sergeant 


Because they diawe dome me a wrong,” sar the sergeant. lis eves 
Warne and his nostrds swell with anvers "DP have had these 
Koldeu rags on my arms for ten vears; To have beon through all the 


Cun paces of Maurice de ane TP have more 
Would be required for two veistin of servlee, 
the epautette ; but to ake 


Save scars On doy body than 


Vhey liad: protiase bore 
aw Weaver’ 


sosonoan officer would diawe: Teer a 
seandal calenlatedk te horrify all the Pieon wines of rane aiid of 
Navarre, They promoted aver um body aosort of little hrtgehet qust 
hatched from lies priye’s strell Heowall find ao wav to get hittuselt 
kilts at pograwe for Tey are brave, there as qe ibardene tls But 
Hie does net hiew bea te sith : byes, richit | : 

At this drill command, stronely accented Dy the sergeant, the poodle 
turtued) ties eves to the riucht mia trots military fashion 
Very fine, Pontenoy, sited his master, cou forcet that we have re 


thed froin the services And die comtimmed | eiaglt net forgive 
Yery Christian king for that 1} ohave been out wath him ever siner 


Tashed hit for ms furlouh, whieh he 


thre 
panel 
practously pranted. 


mee 
i? 
~l 


You have dene well, brave man, erred Benjamin, slapping the old 
the shoulder, an imprudent gesture that came very near 
eum the poodle to deverr ham.‘ ]f ay approval is of any value 
to you, Pgiveat te von without reserve; the nobles have never stood 
mothe way of my advancement, but that does not prevent me from 
hating them with all my heart.” 

“Tn that ease itis a purely platome hatred 
father. 

“Say rather a purely philosophical hatred, Machecourt. 
is the most absurd of all things. 


soldier on 


J interrupted my grand- 


Nobility 
lt is a flagrant revolt of despotism 
against the Creator. Did God make the grasses of the praine bigher 
than the other > Did) he engrave eseuteheons upon the wings of 
birds and the skins of wild beasts? What signify these superior men 
which a king makes by letters patent, as he mi sie an exciseman or & 
huckster > Dating from to-day, you will recognize Mr. So-and-s0 as a 
superior man, Six med Louis XVi.jand lower down Choiseul. Oh, 
that’s a fine way ap establish superiority. 

‘A villam is made a connt by Henr TV. because he has served that 
majesty with a mice goose; if he bad served a capon with the goose, he 
would have been made a marquis; it would have taken no more ink or 
parchinent. Now the descendants of these men have the privilege of 
beating: us, whose ancestors never had an opportunity of offerimg a 
fowl’s wing to a king. 

“And see on what a little thing greatness depends in this world! 
If the goose had been cooked a litthe more or a little less, if they had 
put on it one more pinch of salt or one less pinch of pepper, if a little 
soot had fallen inte the dmipping-pan or a little cinder upon the slices 
of bread, or if the bird had been secved a little sooner or a later, there 
would have been one less noble fumily in Franee, And the people 
bow their heads before such greatness! Oh! Leould wish, as Caligula 
wished of the Roman people, that) France had but a single pair of 
cheeks that Taimight slap tts face. 

“Bat tellame, ambecile people, what value do you find them in the 
two letters that these people qlace before their names? Do they add 
anaiech to their stature? Have they more iron than you in their 
}lood, more cerebral marrow in the bony box of their heads? Could 
they Hiaunind bs a sword heavier than yours’ Does this marvellous de 
cure serofula y Does it ~ rve its possessor from the colic when he 
has dined too heavily, or from intoxieation when he has drunk too 
much ? Do you not that all np counts, these barons, these 
marquises, are capital letters which, in spite of the place that they 
occupy in the line, are never of more ee than the small letters ? 
Ifa duke and a peer and a woodentter were together on an American 
prainme or in the middle of the great desert of Sahara, I should like to 
know whieh of the two would be the nobler. 

“Their vreat-great-grandfather wielded the shield, and your father 
made cotton caps ; what does that prove for them or against you ? 
Do they come into the world with their ancestor's shield at their side ? 
Have they lus sears marked on them skin? What is this greatness 
that is transmitted from father to son, like anew candle which we 
light from a candle that is yom out ¥ Are the toadstools which arise 
from the ruins of a dead oak, oaks on that aecount 7 

“When PF learn that the king has created a noble family, it seems to 
methat Lseea farmer planting in his) field a big booby of a poppy, 
which will infect twenty furrows with its seed and yield every year 
only four big red leaves. Nevertheless, as long as there shall be kings, 
there will be nobles. 

Phe 


rise to them by degrees, 


Odgers 


SG ae 


kings make counts, mourquises, dakes, that admiration may 
Nobles, relatively to them, are the bagatelles 
of the wate, the parade that gives the adders a foretaste of the magnifi- 
eenve of the spectacle. A kine without nobility would be wa salon with- 
ak Siew dainty pride will cost them dear, It is 
mmpossible that twenty millions of men should consent forever to be 
nothing iu the State that a few thousand courtiers umy be something ; 
who sows privileges will reap revolutions. 

eT ie far Off perhaps when all these brilliant eseut- 
cheons will be dragved in the cutter, and when those who now adorn 
themselves with them will need the protection of ther valeta.” 
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difference does it mike’ [shall go there just the same. Tt is a sort 
of sick man’s whim. fT shall be the garrison of the merghborhood. ff 
they do not wish to snp ae the old soldier, they will have at least te 
ee him, and,” he added, © they will certainty be kind enough 
place upon my yrave a little soup for Fontenoy, wntil he shall die of 
sorrow; for Fontenoy will not let me go away alone. When we are 
alone and he looks at me, he promises me that, this good Fontenoy.” 
“So that is the fate that they have made for you?” answered 
Benjamin. If the 


tor 


“Truly, kings are the most selfish of all beings. 
serpents, of which our poets speak so ill, had a literature, they would 
sake kings the symbol of tngratitude. I have read somewhere that, 
when God had made the heart of kings, a dog rau off with it, and 
that, not wishing to begin his work again, he put a stone in its place. 
That seems to me very likely. As for the Capets, pe rhaps they have a 
lily-root in ploce of a heart: I defy anyone to prove the contrary. 

“ Because these people had a cross made on their fore heads with 
oil, their persons are august, they are majesties, they are we instead of 
Ts ‘they can do no wrong : if their valet de chambre should scratch them 
in putting on their shirt, it would be asacrilege. Their little ones are 
highnesses, these brats, which a@ woman carries in her hand, and whose 
cradle could be held in a hen-coop: they are very lofty heights, most 
serene mountains. We would willingly gild their nurses’ nipples. 
If such is the effect of a little ofl, how much we ought to respeet the 
anchovies that are pickled in oil till we eat them ! 

“In the caste of sires, pride goes to the pot of madness. They 
are compared to Jupiter holding a thunderbolt, and they do not cou- 
sider themselves too highly honored by the comparison. Leave out 
the thunderbolt, and they would be offended. © Nevertheless, Jupiter 
has the gout, and it takes two valefa to lead him to his table or to bed. 
The rhymester Boileau has, by his private authority, ordered the 
winds to be silent, inasmuch as he was about to speak of Louis XLV. 


“Et vous, vents, faites silence, 
Je vais parler de Louis,’ 


“And Louis XIV. looked on this as very natural ; only it has never 
occurred to him to order the commanders of his vessels to speak of 
Louis in order to still the tempests. 

“ All these poor nadmen beheve that the space of earth over which 
they reign is ane that God has given it to them, sotl and sub-soil, 
to be enjoyed, without disturbance or hindrance, by them and their 
descendants. Let a courtier tell them that God made the Seine ex- 
pressly to supply the the great basin of the Tuileries, and they 
will look on hun as a man of wit. They regard these millions of 
men around them as their property, the tithe to whom cannot be dis- 
puted on the penalty of hanging ; some have come into the world to 
supply them with money ; others to die in their quarrels ; some, whe 
have the clearest and reddest blood, to beget mustresses for then. 
All this evidently results from the cross which an old archbishop, with 
his withered hand, has laid upon their brows. 

“They take a man in the strength of his youth, they puta gun in 
his hands and a knapsack on his back, the ‘ye adorn his head with a 
cockade, and they say to hin : ‘My brother of Prussia has wronged 
me; you are to attack all his sub jects. J have warned them by my 
process-server, Whom [calla herald, that on the first of April next you 
will have the honor to present yourself at the frontier to strangle them, 
and that they should be ready to give you a wartin welcome. Between 
monarchs these are considerations which we owe each other. You 
will think perhaps at first sight that our enemies are men; FE warn you 
to the contrary ; they are Prussians ; vou will din tioeuinli them from 
the human race by the color of ther uniform. Try to do your duty 
well, for 1 shall be there sitting: on my throue to watch you. Tf you 
bring victory with you when you return to France, von wilh be fed 
beneath the windows of my palace; P shall ay pear in full uniform, and 
say to you: “Soldiers, Lam content with you. If vou are one hun- 
dred thousand men, you will have for your share a hundred-thousandth 
of these six words. Tu case you should remain on the battle-field 
which may very easily happen, T will send your death certificate to 
your tamily, that they niiy weep for you and that your brothers mas 
inherit your property. Ef you lose an arm or a leg, I will pay you whit 
they are may but if you have the good or ili fortune, whie hever you 
may think it, to escape the bullet, when you have no longer strength 
enough to carry your knapsack, E will give you your furlough, aid you 
ean po to die where vou like; that will ne lonwe reeonecern me!” 

“That's just the wav itis,” said the sergeant; “when they have 
extracted from our blood the phosphorus of which they make therr 
wlory, they throw us aside as the wine-grower throws on the 


muek - 
heap the skin of the grape after squeezing out the liquor, oras a elite 
throws into the gutter the stone of the fruit whieh de bas pust eaten’ 
“hat is very wrong of them,” said Macheeourt, 
Corvol, and who longed to see his brother-in-law there 
oe Machecourt,” 
careful of your expressions ; this as no laughin matter Yes, when | 
proud: soldiers, whe have made the glory of Cherm counts 
with their blood, obbyed, lke that poor whl Giew, te spend the rest cil 
ther hfe on a cobbler’s beneh, while acmultitude of cilded puppets 
monopolize the publte revenues, and prostitates have cashimieres. for 
their morning wrappers, a simple thread of which is worth the entire 
wardrobe of a poor housewife, bam exasperated against kings: af. | 
were God, TP would put a leaden umform on ther bodies, and condenin 
them to a thousand of military it with all 

the miquities in ther knapsacks. The emperors should be corporals. 
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